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FIRESTARTER BALL IN MEMORY OF SIMON POOL RAISES A SCORCHING £15,000 FOR FLORENCE NIGHTI NGALE HOSPICE 

A fantastic ‘Firestarter Ball’, held at Long Crendon School last month, in memory of Simon Pool, aged 46, who lost his fight against cancer last year, raised £15,000 for the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity (FNHC) in one night.

 

Commenting on the event, Mary Pool, organiser of the event and wife of Simon, said: “I was really keen to help raise funds myself for the Florence Nightingale Hospice, where my husband Simon was cared for during his illness. Other family members had already done great things including Adam, Simon's brother, with his London to Devizes canoe marathon and a friend of Simon’s, Jeff Roberts, with his French cycle challenge, but I wasn't particularly keen to do anything like canoeing along the Thames or cycling up French mountains, and I have always liked a good party - hence deciding upon a Ball!

 

“I called it the Firestarter Ball as this was the name of the bright orange and red wig that Simon wore when skiing and he also loved the Prodigy song of the same name, so it all seemed rather apt!” added Mary. “I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who came along to support the event in memory of Simon, and to the many local shops, restaurants and businesses for their support, including generous donations from LEO Pharma (where I work), Symphony IRI, (Simon's old workplace) together with Verco Office Furniture and FSP Retail, both based in High Wycombe, as this helped pay for the entertainment, which was a fabulous Aylesbury band called Who's Got the Dog?”

 

The guests were also treated to table magic provided by local magician Paul Megram and a casino, which raised £600, courtesy of local man Adrian Bowen from Askett, who very kindly provided and manned the facility free-of-charge.

 

“About 90% of the 155 guests knew Simon in one way or another,” said Mary, “so the atmosphere was wonderful - even one of the band members commented on what a lovely evening it was as it seemed to have 'a special warmth about it' which I think summed it up well.”

 

Commenting on the event, Karen Shardlow, Development & Events Manager at FNHC said: “On behalf of everyone involved with the Charity, we would like to say a huge thank you to Mary and the Pool family, who have truly gone out of their way to organise and take part in fundraising events in aid of the Florence Nightingale Hospice. These events have helped to raise a significant amount of money to help support the work of the Hospice, so a very big thank you for your wonderful support.”

The Florence  Nightingale Hospice Charity provides comprehensive care and support through in-patient and at-home services to local families affected by life-limiting illness and needs to raise half a million pounds each year to keep local Hospice services running.

 

The Charity has also unveiled exciting new plans to fund a new 24/7 service, provided by the Hospice and Bucks Healthcare Trust, as part of the Department of Health End of Life care strategy. This new scheme, not just a telephone service, will provide personal, day and night time care by specially trained healthcare assistants and will help people remain at home at the end of life, should that be their preferred place of care.

For more information visit www.fnhospice.org.uk
 

-Ends-
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