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THAME TALENT EVENT THRILLS JUDGES 

Sunday’s Thame’s Got Talent did not disappoint as audience members were thrilled by a variety of acts, which saw more youngsters than ever taking part – some as young as 10.
Well-known local faces made up the judging panel including dancer and choreographer Scott Cole, older brother of Strictly Come Dancing’s Brendan Cole, Mayor of Thame Cllr David Bretherton, celebrity chef Lotte Duncan, Mark Green, Manager of Brothers Hair Salon and Sonja Francis, editor of Thamenews.net, were all delighted by the quality of local talent.

The overall winner on the day was 17-year-old Sam Hemmings as ‘Boogaloo’ – who wowed the audience with his street dancing routine, with the judging panel 
unanimous in their vote. A stunned Sam collected first prize of £200, courtesy of Kismet Jewellers, Thame. 

Second prize of a photoshoot courtesy of Frank Millar photography went to 17-year-old gymnast Rosie Burr of Arnold Way, Thame, and rock band, Empire, walked off with the third prize, of a day in a recording studio courtesy of Black Frog Studios. Empire’s rendition of Bon Jovi’s ‘You give love a bad name’ - certainly rocked the crowd and brought the show to a climatic end: “I was very surprised when the judges revealed we’d won,” said Empire band member, Jonny Spruce. “I’m a bit of a pessimist so I really didn’t expect it. In the run up to the event, the band practised wherever we could, at school (we all go to Lord Williams’s), at each other’s houses - sometimes our drummer just had to hit whatever he could find as we only have an electric drum kit and it’s not very portable!”

He added: “I would just like to say that Thame’s Got Talent is a really great event and very well organised, so it’s good from a performer’s point of view as well, plus it’s a really good opportunity, so I would recommend it to anyone who is thinking about taking part next time.”

New for this year’s Under 15s winner, was a special prize of a VIP Milk & Cookie event, courtesy of Time Out Café, Thame, which went to 10-year-old Georgina Bishop from Moreton, with her winning ballads of ‘Maybe’ from Annie and ‘Castle on a Cloud’ from Les Miserables – “my favourite song” said Cllr Bretherton. Commenting on Georgina’s win, Mum Sue said: “Georgina was so thrilled to have won the Under 15's category. She was very excited, and was on a high for the rest of the day.  She had been preparing for the event for the last two weeks and has been having private singing lessons for a year. Her passion is definitely singing and acting, which we witness all day long. Winning this special category has given Georgina even more confidence to follow her dream.”
 

During deliberations, the judges decided to give a one-off prize on the day, to 13-year-old Lewis Branch of Thame, who stunned the audience with his beautiful, soulful voice – with a hint of Plan B lead singer Ben Drew. Lewis will enjoy a cake & coffee date with Lotte in Lotte’s Kitchen, “with as much cake as you can eat” claimed Lotte, a haircut from Brothers Hair Salon manager Mark Green, plus a dancing session with Scott Cole, who intends to show Lewis some of his winning moves! 
Scott runs local beginners ballroom and Latin dance classes at Thame’s Barn Centre, Church Road on Monday evenings.
Other acts, battling it out on the day were Raw Diva – 12 lovely dancers from Oxford, suited up in red waistcoats and white gloves, with their military-style routine, which proved a big hit with the judges – and the audience, as they walked off with the special audience vote prize (new for this year) of Afternoon Tea, courtesy of the Spread Eagle Hotel. Singing photographer, Stephen Forward, also went down a treat as Matt Monroe, along with father of five Martin Di Marcello, plus the excellent, blue-haired, Sam Hoare, a 16-year-old guitarist and singer from Thame, who performed a “mash-up” of Lady Ga Ga hits with a special twist.

Announcing the results, celebrity chef and owner of Lotte’s Kitchen in Chinnor, Lotte Duncan said: “On behalf of all the judges, we would like to say - Thame really does have talent! We have been thoroughly entertained this afternoon and it has been very, very difficult to choose the winners. To get up on stage in front of a judging panel, and an audience, takes a lot of guts, so a big well done to you all.”

Commenting at the event, Karen Shardlow, Development & Events Manager at FNHC said: “What a fantastic afternoon. I speak on behalf of the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity and everyone involved. It has been wonderful to see such a variety of acts and a real mixture of ages, with so many more youngsters taking part this year - and doing such a brilliant job. As always, it’s very hard to choose a winner, but the judges felt the winning acts gave something extra special on the day, so a big well done.”

She added: “A very big thank you must go to the Thame’s Got Talent Committee, which has worked extremely hard this year to put on such a spectacular event. Huge thanks to Susie Jones of Orsum Events, Michele of Crash Records and Yvette and Matthew Cundy of Kismet Jewellers – without your fantastic drive and support, this event would not have been possible.”

Susi Jones of Chinnor-based Orsum Events, said: “I’m always astounded by the standard of the performers on the day – it’s a great event to work on and the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity is a great cause.  Thank you to all our sponsors and supporters and to Thame Air Cadets for their help on the day. The event could not have happened without the very generous support of the Spread Eagle hotel, which once again did us proud.”

To view photographs from the event, which are available to purchase, visit www.frankmillar.com. For every photo purchased (£10 each) £2.50 will be donated to the Charity.

Thame’s Got Talent will be back in Spring 2013 with a new format – so watch this space.

For more information about the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity (FNHC) visit www.fnhospice.org.uk. The Charity needs to raise half a million pounds each year to keep essential local services running for families affected by life-limiting illness including an in-patient unit, Day Hospice and both children and adult specialist community nursing teams across Buckinghamshire and surrounding area.
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