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MEDIA RELEASE
        Date: 13th December 2011

 Media Contact: Sam Heggie

                        T: 01296 429975/ 07951 761171

E:samheggie@fnhospice.org.uk
Dear Editor,

As we come to the end of 2011, I would like to take the opportunity to share with you some of the highlights of the past year at the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity (FNHC) based in Aylesbury.

Like every organisation, the Charity has to make every effort to maintain its place in the market as it is this that enables us to continue funding specific Hospice services. With this in mind, we proudly launched the Charity’s new look at our AGM in September, having been fortunate to have benefited from local marketing expertise resulting in our exciting new logo and rebranding, produced and designed at minimal cost. Our aim going forward into 2012 is to improve how we communicate with our existing and valued supporters (of whom we already ask so much!) and also to reach new people to share the load and help us take the Charity forward. 

During the year, we held a variety of fundraising events – in May we launched our new Scootathlon event for youngsters in aid of Florrie’s Children’s Team, which raised £4,000. In July, 571 ladies took part in our annual Gemstone Midnight Walk – a fantastic turnout once again and looking likely to exceed the £65k raised in 2010, and in October, we held our first Aylesbury Superhero 5k fun run in Watermead, with the youngest entrants only three-months old!

The team worked extremely hard to put on a number of events throughout the year that appealed to everyone, and are currently busy building a fun-packed calendar of events for next year, so watch this space.

Our popular community events are still a big hit with our valued supporters, including Bingo evenings, Andy Cowie’s popular Music Quizzes and Neil Gurney’s Flower Arranging – (which this year was held at Waterside Theatre) - our bazaars, monthly promotional stall in Friars Square, and annual Aylesbury Beer Festival, raising over £7,000 this year. All of these events provide the funds to support our patients and families in their time of need. The Charity relies heavily on the continued generosity of the local community as we move into a new year of increased competition for charitable donations. We are committed to raising over half a million pounds in 2012, to support an In-patient Unit and Day Hospice at Stoke Mandeville, and specialist community nursing teams, who provide care and support in homes across Aylesbury Vale and surrounding area, to families affected by life-limiting illness.

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity shops, supported by an excellent team of shop managers and volunteer staff, have seen an increase in footfall this year. The Aylesbury High Street shop was given a fresher, more appealing look and in June, we were thrilled to open a brand new shop on Leighton Buzzard High Street – adding to our existing shops in Aylesbury, Wendover, Winslow, Chinnor, and our Furniture Warehouse, Chamberlain Road, which survived a fire earlier in the year. These shops and most importantly, your generous donations help to raise over £200k a year.

The designer dress agency ‘Labels of Amersham’ goes from strength to strength and with a new team on board will be offering exclusive ladies shopping and promotional events in the New Year.

Looking forward to the coming year, we will be launching a new 24/7 nursing service, provided by the Florence Nightingale Hospice and Bucks Healthcare Trust. This new scheme will provide personal, day and night time care by specially trained healthcare assistants and will help people remain at home at the end of life, should that be their choice and preferred place of care. This service is being funded mainly by the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity and would not be available without the donations of local people.

Finally, I would like to thank your readers, all our wonderful volunteers, supporters, trustees and local businesses, who give their time, and/or money, along with their dedication, commitment and skills, in so many ways, to enable us to keep Hospice services running for local families affected by life-limiting illness across Aylesbury Vale and the surrounding area.

On behalf of everyone involved with the Hospice and the Charity, we thank you the people of Aylesbury for your continued support and send you our seasonal good wishes.

Pat Dodge, Chief Executive, Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity
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Tel: 01296 429975
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